
HemlockLarch Juniper Azalea CypressCotoneaster Pines Maple

Contents



     Spring           Summer  Fall       Winter

● Every 1 to 2 years, 
re-pot as buds 
begin to elongate

● Do not bare root or 
prune roots too 
heavily

● Start high nitrogen 
fertilizer

● Propagate from 
seed or semi hard 
cuttings

● Likes sun, but move 
to shade on hottest 
days

● Water often to avoid 
drying out; water 
use will be high if 
left in sun

● Let shoots elongate 
and then pinch 
back 

● Switch to low 
nitrogen fertilizer

● Remove wire to 
avoid winter 
damage

● Display tree for its 
fall colour; it is one 
of only a few 
conifers that shed 
their leaves

● Major pruning is 
done before tree 
leafs out

● Good time to wire 
when branches are 
bare and more 
flexible

● Handles cold very 
well to -15℃

Larch
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Larch are easy to grow, hardy in winter, flexible and take 
pruning well.  Appreciate them for their small needles, fall 
colour, and the bark they develop with age.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

   Larix Kaempferi
   Japanese Larch

   Larix Laricina
   American Larch

   Larix Decidua
   European Larch
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Native to the cooler 
northern 
hemisphere, Larch 
grow in moist, 
acidic, well-drained 
soils.

Habitat Key:              Alpine              Swamp       
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● Repot every 2 to 3 
years as tree begins 
to grow

● Do not change 
more than half of 
the soil / remove 
many roots

● Start high nitrogen 
fertilizer

● Water after soil 
becomes slightly 
dry

● Avoid major bends

● Position the tree in 
the full sun

● Trim elongated 
shoots (3-4 cm past 
silhouette) with 
sharp scissors. Tree 
needs tips of other 
shoots to stay 
strong.

● Check wire

● Switch to balanced 
fertilizer

● Thin foliage pads; 
remove growth in 
crooks of branches

● Fine wiring can be 
done anytime, but 
will be easier after 
you thin foliage 
pads

● Major pruning is 
done

● Good time to wrap 
with raffia and 
make dramatic 
twists and bends

● If temperature will 
drop below  -10℃, 
move to a less cold 
sheltered place

Juniper
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Junipers are easy to grow, durable in sunlight and 
versatile.  Appreciate their contorted growth habit, 
the contrast between living and dead tissue, and 
the compact, bright foliage.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

Juniperus Chinensis
Shinpaku

     J. Scopulorum
    Rocky Mountain

Juniperus Rigida
Needle Juniper
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Found globally on 
mountains, in open 
woodlands and dry 
rocky areas, Juniper 
grow in full sun and 
in structured, less 
organic, 
well-draining soils.

Habitat Key:               Alpine                Forest                 Native       
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● Repot every 2 years 
after flowering

● Prune roots more 
directly underneath 
trunk base to create 
a concave

● Start weekly 
feedings of 
balanced organic 
fertilizer for acid 
loving plants until 
tree flowers

● Remove spent 
flowers and ovaries

● Resume fertilizer, 
but only monthly

● Prune new shoots 
down to just 2

● Likes filtered sun or 
shade

● Water often to avoid 
drying out

● Switch to low 
nitrogen fertilizer in 
fall to encourage 
spring flowers

● Do major work to 
wire and shape tree 
in November; 
careful of brittle 
branches

● Prune more at base 
and sides than the 
top; azalea are 
basally dominant

● Some varieties 
require winter 
protection from 
coldest days in cold 
room or garage 

● Soggy winter soil is 
a threat so provide 
tree with shelter 
from rain

Azalea
Rhododendron

Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Azalea respond well to being grown in containers and 
root pruning.  They will even backbud reliably on old 
wood.  Appreciate them for their spectacular spring 
flowers and many small-leafed hybrids to choose from.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

   R. indicum x R.simsii
   Satsuki Azalea

   R. kaempferi x R.kiusianum x R.obtusum
   Kurume Azalea
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Native to Asia, Europe 
and N.America, the 
wide-ranging azalea 
live at all elevations.  
They need acidic soil 
and should not be 
allowed to dry out or to 
become soggy.

Habitat Key:               Alpine                Forest                       
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● Wire tree just before 
bud break; protect 
the bark

● Re-pot annually in 
early spring; remove 
up to 1/3 of roots 
and do not bare root

● Fertilizer every 2 
weeks until flowers 
appear

● Fertilize monthly 
instead

● Most varieties prefer 
full sun

● Shorten shoots to 
one or two leaves 
during the growing 
season

● Remove suckers or 
trunk will not 
thicken

● Stop fertilizing and 
add a handful of 
bone meal to soil

● Remove wire to 
avoid winter 
damage

● Display tree for its 
fall colour

● Sow berries in soil to 
propagate

● Major pruning can 
be done during 
dormancy

● Handles cold to -5℃.
● Protect from coldest 

winter days by 
digging pots into 
the soil or move tree 
to garage to protect 
from frost

Cotoneaster

Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Cotoneaster are a good choice for shohin and 
mame bonsai as their leaves, flowers and fruit are 
small.   They have attractive glossy leaves, take  
pruning well and will back bud quite easily.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

C. Microphylla
Thyme Leaf

  C. Horizontalis
Rockspray

C. Adpressa
Praecox
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Native to the 
northern temperate 
regions of Europe 
and Asia,  
Cotoneaster thrive in 
rocky terrain.  They 
like fast-draining soil 
and to be watered 
well, but only when 
nearing dryness.

Habitat Key:              Rocky Terrain       
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● Re-pot every 2 to 5 
years just after the 
buds begin to swell

● Leave part of the 
root ball 
undisturbed and 
leave some original 
soil

● Apply solid organic 
fertilizer every 4 
weeks

● Decandle in middle 
of June, earlier in 
the month at more 
northern latitudes 
and stop fertilizer

● Once new buds 
develop, thin to just 
two per branch

● Keep in full sun and 
do not over water to 
product short new 
needles

● Restart fertilizer 
once second set of 
growth has 
hardened off

● Remove oldest 
needles and thin 
new needles to 
balance tree energy

● Wire trees and do 
major pruning while 
dormant

● Maintain vigor by 
only doing one 
major task - 
repotting, or major 
styling per year

● Protect tree from 
freezing winds 
when roots are 
frozen

Two Flush

Pines
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Pines are hardy and adaptable trees that respond well to the 
right training.  Appreciate their scaly and flaky bark against the 
careful arrangement of bright green needles.  These Two flush 
pines  will produce a second set of growth per year.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

   Pinus Thunbergii
   Japanese Black Pine

Pinus Densiflora
Japanese Red Pine
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Native to the coasts 
of Japan, two flush 
pines are adapted to 
produce a second 
flush of growth when 
storms have 
damaged the first.  
Pines grow in well- 
draining soil and 
dislike permanent 
moisture.

Habitat Key:                Coastal      



     Spring           Summer  Fall       Winter

● Re-pot every 2 to 5 
years just after the 
buds begin to swell

● Leave part of the 
root ball 
undisturbed and 
leave some original 
soil

● Thin buds to two
● Apply solid organic 

fertilizer every 4 
weeks until winter

● Shorten candles as 
they begin to open

● Leave ⅓ of the 
candle in strong 
areas, ½ in medium 
and don’t touch 
weak areas

● Keep tree in full sun 
and do not over 
water

● Remove all the 
oldest 3 year old 
needles to expose 
tree interior to the 
light

● Remove some 2 
year old needles 
from strong areas if 
tree is vigorous

● Wire trees and do 
major pruning while 
dormant

● Maintain vigor by 
only doing one 
major task - 
repotting, or major 
styling per year

● Protect tree from 
freezing winds 
when roots are 
frozen

One Flush

Pines
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Pines are hardy and adaptable trees that respond well to the 
right training.  Appreciate their scaly and flaky bark against the 
careful arrangement of bright green needles.  These one flush 
pines  will produce only one set of growth per year.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

Pinus Parviflora
    Japanese White Pine

Pinus Mugo
Mountain Pine

            Pinus Contorta
            Shore Pine*
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Native to the 
mountains, one flush 
pines produce only 
one set of candles 
per year and could 
die if they are 
completely removed.  
Pines grow in well- 
draining soil and 
dislike permanent 
moisture.

Habitat Key:              Alpine             Coastal              

*native to Canadian West Coast
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● Repot every 2 to 4  
years, in spring as 
new growth starts

● Cypress will stand 
significant root 
pruning if healthy

● Foliage must be 
trimmed and 
fertilized through 
whole growing 
season

● Keep tree in the sun
● Water when tree 

dries out, but don’t 
leave soaking wet 

● Continue trimming 
shoots.  Inner twigs 
without sufficient 
light will die and not 
regrow.

● Continue fertilizing

● Styling can be done 
at any time of year

● Tree often has to be 
wired multiple 
times before 
branches hold

● Stop other fertilizer, 
and apply a solid, 
organic, low 
nitrogen fertilizer

● Protect trees from 
hard frost and icy 
winds

● Keep tree in full sun
● Do hard pruning in 

late winter, just 
before spring

“False”

Cypress
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Cypress are popular bonsai due to their compact 
and slow growth habits, attractive scale like foliage 
and reddish brown bark.  They are a challenge to 
maintain and style because they do not backbud.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

Chamaecyparis obtusa
Hinoki Cypress

Chamaecyparis pisifera
Sawara Cypress
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Native to Taiwan and 
southern Japan,  
Cypress enjoy 
humidity and 
slightly acidic soil.  
Their compact 
growth needs to be 
thinned or interior 
branches will die 
back.

Habitat Key:              Coastal       
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● Repot every 1 to 2 
years when buds 
begin to extend

● Add slow release, 
balanced fertilizer

● In June to reduce leaf 
size, remove all leaves 
or largest leaves 
selectively.  Only 
defoliate a strong 
tree.

● Water often to avoid 
drying out

● Move to shade and 
less windy location

● Immature stock may 
need extra fertilizer

● Cut new growth back 
to 2 or 4 leaves

● Selective pinching 
can be done on 
mature trees

● Do major pruning / 
large branch removal.  
Within a week of leaf 
drop is ideal.

● Seal all wounds
● Remove wire to avoid 

winter damage
● Display tree for its fall 

colour

● Minor pruning can be 
done while tree is 
bare

● Handles cold well to 
-10℃, but provide 
winter protection if 
temperature goes 
lower

Maple
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Maples are grown for their beautiful foliage, fall 
colour and graceful branch structure.  They are 
available in hundreds of varieties and respond well 
to most bonsai techniques.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

   Acer Palmatum
   Japanese Maple

     Acer Buergerianum
  Trident Maple

Acer Circinatum
Vine Maple
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Originally from China 
and Japan, Trident 
and Japanese maple 
enjoy well draining 
soil and sunshine.  
Vine maple are more 
shade tolerant and 
can be found in the 
moist forest 
understories of BC.

Habitat Key:              Field                Forest                Native to Canada       
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● Re-pot every 2 years 
as new growth 
starts

● Fertilize every 2 
weeks with 
balanced fertilizer in 
growing season

● Cut back fresh 
growth as it extends 
to increase 
ramification and 
back budding

● Position tree in 
partial shade, 
especially in 
summer

● Water often to avoid 
drying out

● Tree will benefit 
from misting the 
foliage with water

● Propagate semi ripe 
cuttings in early fall

● Wire at any time, 
but take care not to 
damage new 
growth

● Check wire because 
bark marks easily

● Shelter from 
freezing winds to 
keep the tree from 
drying out

● Major pruning is 
done in late winter, 
before new growth 
starts

Hemlock
Species
Often Used For Bonsai

Hemlock are a long-lived species well suited to 
bonsai due to their small-scale foliage and 
attractive bark.  Many high-quality specimens 
have been collected in BC.

Styles
To Choose From

Seasonal
Tasks for Care and Styling

   Tsuga Mertensiana
Mountain Hemlock

   Tsuga Heterophylla
Western Hemlock

   Tsuga Canadensis
Eastern Hemlock
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Mountain and 
Western Hemlock 
are found within 
100km of the Pacific 
Ocean and in the 
Rockies.  Hemlock 
like coarse, well- 
draining soil in a cool 
and moist location.

Habitat Key:              Alpine              Canadian       

Note: All 3 species can also be found at 
sea level at the limit of their northern 
range


